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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Dear Sir: 



In compliance with Rules 1.97 and 1.98, and in fulfillment of the duty of 
disclosure under Rule 1 .56, it is respectfully requested that the references listed on the 
accompanying enclosed Forms PTO/SB/08A be made of record and considered with 
respect to the above-referenced U.S. patent application. A copy of each reference is 
enclosed. 

These references were cited in the International Search Report for 
corresponding PCT application No. PCT/JP2004/016592. An English language 
version of the international search report is attached for the Examiner's information. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is filed before the mailing date of a first 
office action on the merits. Therefore, no statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e) or fee 
is required. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made, or an admission that the information 
cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability, or that the information is 
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analogous to the subject matter of the present invention, or that no other material 
information exists. Further, the filing of this information disclosure statement shall not 
be construed as an admission against interest in any manner. Written notification that 
the enclosed references have been considered in their entirety is respectfully 
requested by return of a copy of the enclosed form, completed by the Examiner. 

It is not believed that a fee is required for filing of this paper. However, the 
Commissioner is authorized to charge any fee deficiency or credit any fee payment to 
Deposit Account No. 14-1437. 

Respectfully submitted, 
NDQ&M WATCHSTONE LLP 



Date: May 5, 2006 
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Attorney for Applicant 
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